[Late endovascular treatment of acute ischemic stroke].
Late endovascular treatment of acute ischemic stroke Endovascular treatment (EVT) has become the standard of care for patients with acute ischemic stroke (AIS) due to large-vessel occlusion of the anterior circulation within 6 hours after the onset of symptoms. The recently published DAWN and DEFUSE 3 trials have shown that EVT is also effective beyond 6 hours after the onset of symptoms in patients who have been selected on the basis of CT perfusion imaging. We describe three cases of patients in whom we considered 'late' EVT on the basis of the results of these trials. Two female patients, 56 and 66 years old, both with large hemispheric AIS, were treated with EVT, respectively 8 and 15 hours after the onset of symptoms. Both patients had good clinical outcomes. In the third patient, a 79-year-old male, we decided to refrain from treatment with EVT on the basis of CT perfusion imaging. We describe our considerations with respect to these treatment decisions, our interpretation of the results of the DAWN and DEFUSE 3 trials and the implications of these results for the organization of stroke logistics in the Netherlands.